ECOMAR Coral Watch Reef Brief May 15, 2011
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CORAL WATCH VOLUNTEERS NEEDEDI

The Belize Coral Watch
Program needs YOUR help
to identify resilient reefs
throughout Belize.

The impacts of climate
change on our reefs is
forecast to increase the
frequency and severity of
coral bleaching events.
Increased water
temperatures associated

with climate change stress
the delicate balance that
exists between the coral
polyp and symbiotic algae.
This causes zooxanthellae
to be expelled from the
polyp causing the coral
tissues to turn white.

In some areas of the reef
the corals are more
resilient and recover

quickly from coral
bleaching, while others do
not recover and die.

Coral Watch Volunteers
are the basis of the Coral
Bleaching Early Warning
Alert System since they
visit the reef regularly. We
need regular reports to
keep track of coral
bleaching levels monthly.
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Protecting nature. Preserving life.




2011 May 10 NOAA Coral Reef Watch Coral Bleaching Thermal Stress Outlook for May - Aug 2011
There is currently a (Version 2, Experimental)

Bleach Watch for the -
Western Caribbean
including the reefs in
Belize, Mexico and
Honduras. This forecast
is for the period May
through August, and is
updated every two weeks
by NOAA. As the sea
temperature increases
the potential stress level
is expected to increase.
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http://coralreefwatch.noaa.gov/satellite/bleachingoutlook/
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Adopt your favorite dive sites that you
visit regularly. Select sites that appear to
be healthy and have large and varied
corals. Monitor this site for coral
bleaching by submitting a report once a

month on levels of bleaching observed.

Visit .and Help Make @& Difference;
to learn more about the Coral Watch One Reef at aTimEI

Program. If you are ready to Adopt A
Reef, please sign up by May 24!

2 ConmpletertherCeoraliBleachingf@uestionnalie

ECOMAR is collaborating with Mamie Sealy

from the University of Waterloo who is T

studying how coral bleaching events ﬁa

impact dive operators. University of /.
Waterloo

We realize that you are very busy, but hope E}-‘g

that you will support the Coral Watch Q

Program by completing the questionnaire

at

by Tuesday May 24, 2011. It will take less
than 15 minutes and your input will help us
guide future activities of the Belize Coral
Watch Program.

For more details on Mamie’s study please visit:
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http://www.ecomarbelize.org/coralwatch

